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B Who: Eric Venezie
B What: President,
Thought Process
Enter-
prises.
Owner
of The
Color
Center,

click Advertising,
dot&bow Paperie and

EllwoodCity.org.

B Hometown: Ellwood
City.

B Why | enjoy being
a businessperson
in the Ellwood City
area: Ellwood City and
its surrounding areas
provide a great blend
of retail customers and
businesses that con-
tinue to support and
allow small businesses
to succeed. Through
the several businesses
we operate, there is
always something
we offer to a paying
customer and most of
the work allows me to
step in as a designer
and help bring an idea
to life.

H What | love mostly
about the Ellwood
City area: Friends and
family. Western PA al-
lows you to experience
all four seasons to their
fullest and the start of
each season brings ex-
citement to everything
you do.

Openings grand!

Jillian D'Amico/Chamber
Chamber officials and business own-

ers cut ribbons Feb. 7 at Smokin’
Dave’s BBQ, top, Cusick & DeCaro
P.C., and Konsignment Konnections.

Three longtime dreams
become reality in one day

By William V. Foley -
For The Chamber

LLWOOD CITY
— Upon an un-
seasonably mild
February breeze
drits the summery -
aroma of pork being barbecued,
an olfactory masterpiece.
Rising above Circle Way, the
taste-buds-tantalizing bouquet of
spicy smoke is carried toward that
red, white and blue “OPEN" flag
flapping and shapping outside a SESHTFINY
second-hand boutique on Law- shoppers
rence Avenue. will find at
Toward that new sign casting Konsign-
a long shadow across a Park ment Kon-
Avenue lawn, home to a law nections,
firm’s first branch office. 503 Law-
It's eight days after ribbons rence Ave.
were sliced as part
of grand openings
for Smokin’ Dave’s
BBQ, 366 Circle
Way; Konsignment
Konnections, 503
Lawrence Ave.; and
Cusick & DeCaro
P.C., 510 Park Ave.,
and spirits are as
high as the brilliant
blue sky above Ell-
wood City on this

Gowns are
among the

366 Cirle
Way.

See Grand, Page 2
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CHAMBER CELEBRATES THREE FEBRUARY RIBBON-CUTTINGS

Openings are grand!

God is
amazing.
He has put
SO0 many
people in
our lives
to help us
with infor-
mation,
knowledge,
equip-
ment and
friendship.
Without
Him in our
lives we
wouldn’t
be where
we are to-

ay.

Grand, From Page 1

February Saturday.

Just ask Dave Hunter, of
Smokin’ Dave’s BBQ; Rochelle
Spagnolo, of Konsignment Kon-
nections; and John DeCaro, of
Cusick & DeCaro P.C.

“God,” Hunter says, “is amaz-
ing. He has put so many people
in our lives to help us with infor-
mation, knowledge, equipment
and friendship. Without Him in our
lives we wouldn’t be where we
are today.”

That would be on Circle Way,
where he and his wife, Ann, left
full-time unrelated jobs to realize
the dream of creating a takeout,
catering and vending business.

“l have been barbecuing
around 20 years as a hobby for
friends and family,” Hunter says,
adding that he initially rejected
their suggestions to open a busi-
ness.

Business decision:

Close or go “full time”

e then met Ann,
and when asked by
friends to cater two
graduation parties
and a 50th class
reunion golf outing, they decided
to establish a home-based busi-
ness in 2015.

“We went from the first week-
end in June to the first weekend
in October with two to four events
every weekend,” Hunter says
—except for two weekends in
July, when he and Ann were mar-
ried.

At season’s end in October, “|
told my wife that we either had to
close up the business,” Hunter
says, “or go full time.”

Dave in May quit his job of 22
years in Fombell, and Ann, in
September her job of 18 yearsin
Ellwood City.

The Hunters began to work on
the building at 366 Circle Way
in January 2016. In June they
opened a portable mobile unit
in the parking lot of their current
location.

“| see them at car cruises, and
they partner with Pitt Race,” says

B What: Cusick & DeCaro

pointment Fridays.
® Web: cusickdecaro.com

B Where: 510 Park Ave., Ellwood Ci ;
B When: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through Thi

m V. Foley/For The Chamber

ave’s BBQ is ‘“growing fast,” says Raymond
Ioj'executive director of the Ellwood City Area

Chamber of Commerce.

Raymond Santillo, executive
director of the Ellwood City Area
Chamber of Commerce. “They
bring action to town.”

He and Ann, Dave says,
remained busy catering events
through New Year's Eve, and
opened Smokin’ Dave’s BBQ on
Jan. 20.

“It was just over a year since
we had started working on the
building till we opened,” he says.

Since then, “We haven't looked
back.”

“Their barbecue is growing
fast,” Santillo says. “They are on
the move. They do unbelievable
meats.”

Among the sandwiches on
the menu are pulled pork, pulled

chicken and beef brisket. Smokin’

Dave's also offers smoked meat-
loaf and baby back ribs — none
of it purchased as precooked,

Hunter says.

“All the meat is smoked low
and slow,” he says. “There are
times we run out of food. It takes
so long to cook that we make a
certain amount and when it is out,
it's done for the day. Ribs are the
big thing that runs out on us most
of the time.”

“I love, love, love

my new space”
atience ran out on
Rochelle Spagnolo
during her career sell-
ing insurance.

“I've always loved
thrift stores and consignment
stores,” she said. “Ever since |
was young. | always wanted my
own store.”

In fall 2015, she told several

See Grand, Page 4
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