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e THIS IS WHAT WE WERE MISSING ALL ALONG, UNTIL TONIGHT
SECURITY
—— rt draws 270!
: |
Cybersecurity

issues and protect-
ing one’s business
is atopic of an IT
security seminar
scheduled for Aug.
16 and hosted by
the Ellwood City
Area Chamber of
Commerce.

The Internet of
Things discussion
will be presented
by Scott A. Stone,
of Arnett Carbis
Toothman and will
be held in the back
dining room at the
Ellwood City Hos-
pital. Registration
begins at 7:30 a.m.
and the one-hour
seminar at 8 a.m.

For more infor-
mation, call (724)
758-5501. The
event is free to
chamber members
and costs $25 for
guests.

A wooden duck
carving from
Dale Shaw, of
Pittsburgh,
is shown
during “Art
on the Av-
enue.”
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A portion of a crowd of 275 is shown July 28 at The Eliwood City Public Library’s
first “Art on the Avenue.”

Attendance at library fundraiser speaks volumes, organizers say

By William V. Foley

For The Chamber

recognition of works that lays the
groundwork for further expansion of

through 28 exhibits show-
casing the artistry of
those from or with con-
nections to Ellwood City, a
first-of-its-kind eye-opening

the “art scene in Ellwood City,” ab-

exceeded by 25 those attending the
organization’s April 2016 “Write-On”
celebration of local authors.

LLWOOD stractionist Alexis McClymonds said.
CITY — “Art on the Avenue” is itself a
More than creation of the Ellwood City Public
270 visitors Library, a July 28 fundraiser whose
ambled theme drew raves from a crowd that

See Library, Page 2
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A ceramic cre-

ated by Michelle
Dobi, of Ellport, is
shown during “Art
on the Avenue.”
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We did
have a
crowd like
this last
year, but
they were
authors,
and this is
a library.
Bringing
art into

a library
was hot
risky, but
we weren’t
sure.

ATTENDANCE SPEAKS VOLUMES, ORGANIZERS SAY

Library’s first art show draws 270!

Library, From Page 1

“| didn’t know there were this
many artists in Ellwood City,” said
Michelle Dobi, of Ellport, display-
ing her ceramics and illustrations.

Added Laure Hill, of Ellwood
City, as she admired photographs
of area scenery taken by Nico-
lette Germain, of Portersville: “I
didn’t know there were this many
talented people from our area.
This is what we were missing all
along, until tonight.”

That sentiment is exactly what
Veronica Pacella and Debbie
McElwain wanted to hear -- and
heard themselves — from guests
admiring jewelry, metal sculp-
tures, photography, sketches, wa-
tercolor and oil paintings, stained
glass, fibers and wood carvings.

“When you plan an event, you
really don’t know what to expect
as far as attendance goes,” said
Pacella, the Ellwood City Public
Library's director since 2002.
“This is our second annual cel-
ebration of the arts, and we did
have a crowd like this last year,
but they were authors, and this is
a library. Bringing art into a library
was not risky, but we weren't

sure.

“This is incredible.
It’s incredible”
omments from those who
approached her during the
three-hour event ranged
from, “What a wonderful thing the
library has done,” Pacella said,
to “what talent we are seeing in
this community,” and that “I never
knew so many people were so
talented.”

Wow is the word that immedi-
ately comes to mind to describe
the artists’ work and the public’'s
reaction, said McElwain, “Art on
the Avenue” chairwoman and
a member of the Ellwood City
Library 100th Anniversary Com-
mittee.

Exhibitors, according to McEI-
wain, said, “No one has ever
treated us like this in this kind of a
venue,” and the guests, that “This
is incredible. It's incredible.

“Being able to assemble this
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Josh Gerthoffer, right, a Seneca Valley High student from
Wexford, views a caricature created by Robert Risko, a
former Ellport resident who lives in Manhattan, at ‘“Art
on the Avenue.” At left is his mother, Joan Gerthoffer.
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Guests sort through photo-
graphic postcards created
by Nicolette Germain, of
Portersville.

kind of talent, and people willing
to donate their time and talent to
something like the Ellwood City
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Sandy
Jones, left,
of Elilwood
City, speaks
with artist
Dona Boots,
of North
Sewickley
Township,
at “Art on
the Av-
enue.”

P

Public Library, speaks to the fiber
of this community.”

“Art on the Avenue” also served
as a venue to promote the 7-
year-old, $2.1 million Ellwood
City Public Library, which through
May had 15,545 registered library
cardholders in an area that
includes Ellport, Wampum and
Wayne and Perry townships; and
residents of the Riverside School
District in Beaver County.

“The ultimate goal is to bring
people into this fantastic library,

See Library, Page 6
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